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Capital: 
Dublin
Population: 
more than 4 million
Urbanization: 
more than 60 percent live in cities
GDP per capita: 
$41,000

Established: 
2002
Funds raised through Global Village 
program:
more than $2 million 
Number of volunteer teams sent: 
more than 115
Focus activities: 
Fundraising, sending out corporate and 
community volunteer teams, development 
education, renovating properties locally

Habitat for Humanity in Ireland
Early in 2001, a group of enthusiastic individuals and representatives of churches and housing organizations from 
Dublin got interested in Habitat’s fight against poverty housing. In June 2002, a core group headed to Durban, South 
Africa, for the Jimmy Carter Work Project in order to experience the work of Habitat for Humanity firsthand. Upon 
their return, they formed a steering board and started an affiliation process. At the end of 2002, Habitat International’s 
board of directors met in Belfast and approved Habitat Ireland as a national organization.  

How Habitat for Humanity works in Ireland
Habitat Ireland builds corporate relations with leading businesses, sends volunteers on international building trips 
through the Global Village program, partners with families, volunteers and other non profits and institutions to renovate 
derelict properties in Dublin and advocates for affordable housing. 

Project support
In response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in sub-Saharan Africa, Habitat for Humanity has developed a program to 
improve the lives of affected orphans and vulnerable children in Lesotho, Mozambique, South Africa, Uganda and 
Zambia. Through partnership with Irish Aid, Habitat Ireland raised more than US$700,000 over three years for the 
program in Zambia. This money helps build homes for orphan-headed families. 

Local program and development education
Habitat Ireland has been partnering with local organizations to build and renovate homes in partnership with low-
income families in Dublin and its suburbs. 

The development education program is a focus of Habitat Ireland’s advocacy efforts. It works with schools to educate 
students on the effect poverty housing has on a family’s life and helps students explore the symptoms and the root causes 
of housing poverty. At the same time, students are invited to explore how they can be the change they want to see in the 
world.  
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Habitat for Humanity International is a global charity dedicated to eliminating poverty housing. Since its foundation in 1976, Habitat has built and renovated more 
than 350,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent, affordable shelter for 1.75 million people. 

In Europe and Central Asia Habitat for Humanity International works with families in need in 20 countries, building and repairing houses, offering housing 
microfinance services, improving water and sanitation, working on disaster response and advocating for affordable housing. In this region, Habitat has served more 

than 10,000 families together with volunteers and homeowners. Find out more at www.habitateurope.org.

International volunteers
Habitat Ireland sends volunteers to different countries around the world to help families in need of decent housing. 
Since 2002, Ireland has sent more than 1,500 volunteers. Physically and financially, Irish volunteers have built and 
supported more than 700 homes and raised almost $2 million for Habitat building projects globally.

Corporate partners
Habitat Ireland has developed good relations with a number of corporate partners. Cooperation can take the form of 
direct financial support of projects or corporate volunteering. Among many supporters in Ireland are such corporations 
as Bank of America, Whirlpool, EBS, and Citi. An important part of work with corporate partners is organizing 
volunteer builds, when employees from one company go for a few days to work on Habitat projects in Dublin or 
overseas.

Meet a Habitat family
Innocent Mutele is 16 years old. He lives in a place called Kawama in Zambia, 
just two kilometers from the Congo border. His father died in 2005, and his 
mother died in 2007. He has been looked after by his mother’s sister, Mary, 
who is now 38 years old and has five children of her own. Mary’s husband 
died in 2003, and she suffers from poor health. She raises the children with 
some help from her aged mother. Habitat volunteers are building a house for 
Innocent, where he will move with his grandmother and some of his cousins.  .  

What did the volunteers say?
“The strength of the human spirit and level of resourcefulness shown by the 
people was very uplifting. The dignity and pride people take in their homes was heartwarming and really confirmed to 
me the fantastic work being done by Habitat for Humanity,” said volunteer Susan Dowd after her Global Village trip to 
Zambia.

“We sent a team of employees on a Habitat for Humanity trip to Chile, and those who volunteered had a truly memorable 
and life-changing experience,” said Aidan Power, head of marketing for EBS Building Society.

What you can do

Habitat for Humanity Ireland
E-mail: info@habitatireland.ie

www.habitatireland.ie
CONTACT US

Spread the word about 
Habitat! Share this material with 

your friends and potential 
supporters. 

DONATE PARTNER

Visit www.habitatireland.ie/donate 
and send your donation to families 

in need all around the world. 

If your corporation would like to 
support Habitat and 

partner with us, contact 
jeannie@habitatireland.ie

SUBSCRIBE LEARN MORE

Subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter and 
get regular updates on our work: 

www.habitatireland.ie/contact/#newsletter_sign_up

Learn more about how Habitat for Humanity Ireland
addresses the need worldwide.

Go to www.habitatireland.ie

VOLUNTEER

Come build with Habitat and enjoy the 
experience of a liftetime. Contact

rachael@habitatireland.ie


