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Habitat for Humanity in New Zealand

Habitat for Humanity New Zealand built its first home in
1993 in Pukekohe, a small rural town just south of Auckland
on the North Island. It has since grown into one of the most
innovative national programs in the Asia-Pacific region. HFH
New Zealand works through a network of 11 affiliates. A na-
tional support center based in Auckland coordinates finance,
marketing, fundraising, and volunteer and disaster-response
programs.

Housing needs in New Zealand

Many low- and middle-income families share the “Kiwi
dream” of building or buying their own home. But questions
of housing affordability, high household debt and an inability
to save for a deposit close the door to ownership for many
families. The country faces a housing shortage of about 45,000
homes, according to the Bank of New Zealand, one of the
country’s largest banks. A 2011 study by Demographia Inter-
national, a consultancy, found that housing in New Zealand
was severely unaffordable with property in the capital Auck-
land being the least affordable. Median house prices are 6.4
times median incomes, compared with 3.5 times in 1991. This
is double the figure in the United States.

How Habitat for Humanity works

Under the guidance of the national board and office, HFH
New Zealand’s independently governed affiliates undertake
their own building initiatives. The national organization leads
and coordinates HFH New Zealand’s involvement in Habitat’s
international work particularly special builds and responding
after natural disasters in neighboring Pacific island states.

A typical Habitat house in New Zealand is usually a stand-
alone structure comprising three-to-five bedrooms, 95 to 125
sq. m. in floor area. Houses are constructed with suitable and
affordable building materials. Typically, houses feature timber
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Families served this year’

141

Families served to date?

414

"New houses, rehabilitations and repairs in the year to June 30, 2011
?New houses, rehabilitations, repairs and other assistance

Key Activities

Building decent homes with families in need.
Supporting Habitat's special builds in the
Asia-Pacific region with volunteer labor and

resources.
Responding to natural disasters.
Supporting housing needs in Pacific island
states.

framing with plasterboard internal lining, suspended flooring
on treated timber foundation piles, fibrous cement cladding
and iron roofs. On average, it takes three to six months to
build a house. Some affiliates undertake five-day special Blitz
Builds to attract public attention and secure large scale or
strategic volunteer engagement.

In 2009, local affiliates commenced A Brush With Kindness
program, aiming to help homeowners unable to keep up their
repairs and maintenance. The program, involving work val-
ued at less than NZ$20,000 (US$16,500), helps in particular
the elderly, people with disabilities and single parent families.
The beneficiaries repay the costs through affordable loans.
HFH New Zealand sees this program growing rapidly and a
way of engaging many more volunteers, different types of do-
nors and local communities. To date, A Brush With Kindness
has helped 115 families.

HFH New Zealand has become active in responding to natu-
ral disasters in neighboring Pacific island states following its
successful rebuilding in Samoa following the 2009 Pacific
Ocean tsunami. HFH New Zealand worked with the Samoan
government, local communities and New Zealand corpora-
tions and over 600 Kiwi volunteers to build 89 new homes.
Habitat’s effort in Samoa led New Zealand donors to express
a long-term interest in supporting the housing needs there.
HFH New Zealand is looking at establishing a presence in Sa-
moa under a model that addresses complex issues including
land tenure. HFH New Zealand supports the work of HFH
Fiji. It has provided members for the local board of directors,
as well as volunteers and funding. More than 30 Kiwi volun-
teers helped HFH Fiji to build 46 new homes for families af-
fected by 2010’s Cyclone Tomas.

Volunteers
HFH New Zealand is ramping up the number of volunteers it
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sends overseas each year. A total of 350 volunteers were sent
in 2011. Teams have gone recently to Cambodia, Fiji, Viet-
nam, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, China, Mongolia,
Nepal and Vietnam as well as Ethiopia. New Zealand is also
a popular destination for international volunteer teams. HFH

New Zealand hosts about 10 teams each year, mainly from
the USA.

Three Kings Islands

«Northland

Partners

HFH New Zealand works with corporate partners and other
supporters in building homes, communities and hope. Sup-
porters include CISCO; paint maker Dulux; American Ex-
press; charitable trust The Lion Foundation; air conditioning
systems company Fujitsu General; insulation products maker
Pink Batts; steel roofing manufacturer Dimond; Winstone
Wallboards, a maker of plasterboard and drywall; and build-
ing materials company James Hardie.

Habitat Highlights

» January 2012: HFH New Zealand begins repairing homes with
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» December 2011: Dedication of first HFH New Zealand house to
be built inside a prison. Six prison inmates built the house for a
family of five in Hastings city, North Island.

0 100 200 km. » November 2011: HFH New Zealand mobilized more than 150
& Auckiand Isiands volunteers to build homes with 22 Cambodian families during
0 100 200 miles. the Khmer Harvest Build.

- Campbell Island

Poputation: 4,290,347 (July 2011 est.)
CapitaL: Wellington
AReA: 267,710 sq km

Ethnic Groups: European 56.8%, Asian 8%, Maori 7.4%, Pacific
islander 4.6%, mixed 9.7%, other 13.5% (2006 Census)

Lancuaces: English (official) 91.2%, Maori (official) 3.9%, Samoan
2.1%, French 1.3%, Hindi 1.1%, Yue 1.1%, Northern Chinese 1%,
other 12.9%, New Zealand Sign Language (official)

Revigions: Protestant 38.6% (Anglican 13.8%, Presbyterian,
Congregational, and Reformed 10%, Christian (no denomination
specified) 4.6%, Methodist 3%, Pentecostal 2%, Baptist 1.4%,
other Christian 3.8%), Roman Catholic 12.6%, Maori Christian
1.6%, Hindu 1.6%, Buddhist 1.3%, other religions 2.2%,

none 32.2%, other or unidentified 9.9% (2006 Census)

Literacy: 99% (2003 census)
Ursanization: 86% (2010)

Access 10 Improvep Water Sounrces: : 100% (2008)

Sources: The World Factbook, World Bank
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> October 2011: Habitat Build Challenge attracted more than 60
teamsto raise funds for HFH New Zealand by seeking sponsors
for benches, chairs and other items that the teams had made.
The items were later donated to kindergartens, play centers
and schools.

» October 2010: HFH New Zealand mobilized 150 volunteers for
the week-long Everest Build in Nepal.

» June 2010: HFH New Zealand was bestowed with the title of
Agaiotupuolemalaetoto’amalemalaeolea’ava, or chief master-
carpenter by the Samoan community; the award was pre-
sented by the Samoan prime minister to HFH New Zealand
chairman Grant Cathro. More than 600 Kiwi volunteers helped
to build 89 traditional houses in Samoa after a tsunami in Sep-
tember 2009.

» November 2009: 142 volunteers from New Zealand joined the
Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work Project, which took place in
five countries in the Mekong River region.

~ September 2009: As part of New Zealand Fashion Week, 300
women volunteers from the fashion industry and corporations
took part in a five-day blitz build. Led by local fashion designer
Trelise Cooper, the volunteers built a house on Auckland’s
waterfront which was later transported to a Habitat home
partner.

Level 1, Tower 2, 646 Great South Rd., Ellerslie, Auckland, New Zealand
Tel: +64 9 5794111 Fax: +64 9 5794112 Email: information @habitat.org.nz Website: habitat.org.nz
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Meet a Habitat family

The Hungahunga family waited for three years to own their
own house. In December 2011, the family of five moved
into their new Habitat for Humanity home in Hastings city,
Hawke’s Bay on the eastern coast of the North Island - just
in time for Christmas. “We normally have a big Christmas
gathering, but this year it was just be the immediate family,
so we could really enjoy our new home,” Sharne Repia, a chef.

Their home was believed to be the first Habitat for Humanity
house to be built inside a prison. Six inmates from Hawke’s
Bay Prison took three months to construct the house. In early
November, a crane was brought in to lift sections of the house
over the prison fence. The sections were later joined on site in
Hastings city.

The Hungahunga family joined local volunteers in painting,
cladding, lining, fencing and landscaping. The finishing work
took about a month.

“We did a lot of painting work inside the house and I was
able to choose the carpet and lino. The kids are really excited
about moving into the house, my daughter will start at a new
school next year and she’s pretty excited about that too,” said
Sharne at the house dedication ceremony in December 2011.
She moved into her new house with husband David and chil-
dren Devon, 16, Baylee-Maree, 4, and Konnah. 2.

“We can’t find the words to say how thankful we are to all
those people who have helped build our home,” said Sharne
at the dedication ceremony. “The house looks wonderful. We
are really excited about spending our first Christmas in our
new home.”

“This was my second trip to Cambodia, | was involved in the Jimmy and
Roselyn Carter project in 2009. The Khmer Harvest Build was a wonder-
ful experience; it was great to be part of the Kiwi contingent. The or-
ganisation was fantastic. The best part was to see people work together
including the partner family, who we couldn’t communicate well with,
but their smiles said everything. The dedication ceremony on the last
day was a highlight. Many tears of joy shed as the house was completed
and now becoming a home. | would recommend this experience to any-
one, it’s fantastic! You are never the same again.”
- Warwick Aldridge, a house build leader during the Khmer Harvest Build,
Cambodia, in November 2011.
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