The housing need in Hong Kong

Hong Kong has ranked as the most expensive property
market in the world for the past 13 years, according to the
19th Annual Demographia International Housing
Affordability Survey: 2022. The housing ecosystem in Hong
Kong is complex, with systemic inequities affecting both the
formal and informal housing sectors. Housing has become
the most prominent social issue in the city, with long
waiting lists for public housing and over 200,000 people
turning to informal, illegal and substandard alternatives
such as cage homes and subdivided units. Nearly half of
the population in Hong Kong lives in some form of public
housing. According to the Housing Authority, as of end-
March 2023, the average waiting time for public housing
was 5.3 years, with over 230,300 applications.

HABITAT FACTS:

+ Habitat started in Hong Kong in 2004.

* Households served in FY2022 — 546
o Through repairs — 546
* Volunteers engaged in FY2022 - 517

HONG KONG FACTS:

Population — 7.2 million

Life expectancy — 85.1 years
Unemployment rate — 5%
Below poverty line — 23.6%


https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/society/article/3220155/wait-hong-kong-public-housing-falls-53-years-after-substantial-number-flats-became-available-past

How Habitat addresses the need

Public housing

We work with local nongovernmental organizations, social workers, volunteers, licensed
contractors and local domestic workers to build hope in the community and improve the living
conditions for people living in public housing. Our services include basic renovation, repairs,
modifications, de-cluttering, deep cleaning, pest control and furniture installation.

Subdivided units

Over 200,000 people live in inadequate conditions in subdivided units. We are working with the
University of Hong Kong'’s Urban Ecologies Design Lab to make immediate improvements to
70-100 flats in 2023, such as installing new furniture and improving ventilation. We have also
developed recommendations for landlords and the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, or HKSAR, on how living conditions can be improved by addressing
issues of affordability, security of tenure, habitability and basic services, and accessibility.

Youth engagement

We engage volunteers to revitalize campuses of local primary and secondary schools in
underserved districts, bringing the community together to paint murals and raise awareness of
housing issues in the city. We also work with school clubs and campus chapters at international
schools and universities to mobilise the next generation of changemakers.

Housing policy

We listen to impacted communities and amplify their voices, conduct research and advocate for
a rights-based approach to the development of housing policies. We do this by bringing
stakeholders together, submitting position papers to relevant bureaux of the HKSAR
Government, and meeting directly with decision makers and influencers. Our goal is to
contribute strategically and through a systems approach, to a more inclusive Hong Kong where
everyone has access to adequate and affordable housing

What you can do

DONATE

Monthly donations help us to be a sustainable organisation and enable us to achieve our vision
of a world where everyone has a decent place to live. Become a #HopeBuilder by donating at
https://habitat.org.hk/donations/

VOLUNTEER

Join us to provide free home cleaning, repair, and renovation services for older adults and low-
income families so they can have a safe and healthy home. Sign up to become a volunteer
now! https://habitat.org.hk/volunteer/

CONTACT

Habitat for Humanity Hong Kong, 9/F, V-Point, 18 Tang Lung Street, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong
Phone: +852 2530 3379 (case referrals) / +852 2530 3389 (donations and general inquiries)
Email: enquiry@habitat.org.hk Website: habitat.org.hk

Hashtags: #HabitatHK #HabitatforHumanity #ThroughShelterWWeEmpower

facebook.com/HabitatHK linkedin.com/company/HabitatforHumanityHongKong
instagram.com/HabitatHK youtube.com/HabitatforHumanityHongKong
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